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Conowingo Dam Relicensing – MD Water Quality Certification (WQC) Timeline (2012–

2025) 

 

2012 Clean Chesapeake Coalition (CCC) intervenes in FERC relicensing to ensure 

downstream water quality protections. 

 

2017  One and only public hearing on WQC held by MDE (Harford County). 

 

2018 WQC MDE issues a robust, science-based WQC valued at $7B over 50 years. 

Counties support it. Exelon and Waterkeepers both appeal it. 

 

2019  MDE privately negotiates a Settlement Agreement with Exelon and watered-down 

certification valued at $200M over 50 years. Counties excluded. CCC objects to 

FERC. 

 

2020   in January, CCC files formal comments with FERC urging stronger conditions. 

 

2021  in March, FERC issues new license aligned with the 2019 weakened settlement. 

 

in April, Waterkeepers appeal.  

 

2022 in December, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit vacates the new 

FERC license based on 2019 settlement and orders a remand. 

 

2023  in June-August, MDE opens reconsideration; invites public comments; CCC 

submits substantive comments for reinstating the 2018 protections. 

 

2024  in April, confidential mediation begins between MDE, Exelon, Waterkeepers. 

 

2025 September 26, MDE, Exelon, Waterkeepers sign a new Settlement Agreement 

valued at $340M over 50 years - still far below the original 2018 WQC 

obligations. Counties not notified. 

 

 October 2, MDE issues a Revised WQC to Exelon, announced via a press event 

with Exelon, Governor Moore, MDE officials, ENGOs, et al. 

 

 October 13, MDE, Exelon and Waterkeepers jointly submit Revised WQC and 

Settlement Agreement to FERC. 

 

 October 17, MDE publishes notice of the Revised WQC in the MD Register, 

triggering a 30-day appeal window per COMAR. 

 

November 14, Counties file Administrative Appeal challenging Revised WQC: 

 

• Lack of transparency and due process 

• Weakened environmental protections 

• Exclusion from the process 

• Arbitrary retreat from earlier State findings 

• Undervaluation of required mitigation 


